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As always, | appreciate hearing your thoughts and concerns
about our Scarborough Southwest community and on issues
before our government. When the opportunity presents itself |

always look forward to speaking with constituents directly, so Back to Ottawa as Scheduled!

. " i
slieiste [aele yloul ety s, Jaiters cnd e celle coligel Liberal caucus under the leadership of Michael Ignatieff unanimously de-

cided to return to Ottawa January 25", in spite of Parliament being pro-
rogued. We will continue working on issues most important to Canadians.

. The Liberal Party will not let the government silence questions on important
matters such as Afghan detainees, record job losses and the crippling defi-
I cit. It's our job as the Official Opposition to hold the government account-

able for their actions.

Regards,

Stephen Harper Shutting Down Parliament Again!

Stephen Harper has once again suspended Parliament to avoid public scrutiny. This ploy to padlock Parliament is far from anisol at e d
just the latest in a pattern i whenever he gets into political trouble, his first instinct is to shutdown democratic institutions and accountability.

Just look at his record. He fires public servants critical of his actions and attacks their reputations. Consider diplomat Richard Colvin, who spoke
out against the torture of Afghan detainees, or Linda Keen who blew the whistle on nuclear safety. Mr. Harper also sentthehead s of t h
Public Complaints Commission and the Military Police Complaints Commission packing because they criticized his government.

Now, the Conservatives are trying to hide behind the Vancouver Olympics as an excuse for shutting down Parliament, even though other
democratic host nations continued to have functioning Parliaments right up to or during their Games i including Canada in 1988.

Canadians object to Mr. Har perds autocratic manoeuvr e, kwnlkJeryforgm tBab
exists to hold the government to account i including Question Period, Parliamentary committees, and order paper questions.

Mr. Harper is gambling that Canadians dondt car e abohaydocdaréandsaddlt h
That s why, while Conservative MPs take an extended vacatki on fr on

On January 25", the date when Parliament should have resumed, Liberal MPs went back to work on Parliament Hill i taking our jobs seriously
and giving voice to the issues Canadians care about.

We are listening to what Canadians are telling us: get back to work in Ottawa, make this Parliament work and do the job we electe d y ou t
time Stephen Harper started listening as well.

Government of Canada to Match Individual Donations in Response to the Devastating Earthquake in Haiti
My heartfelt condolences go out to everyone who has been affected by the recent devastating earthquake in Haiti.

Donations made by individual Canadians to eligible Canadian charitable organizations over the period of January 12 to February 12, 2010 will be
matched by the Government of Canada, up to a total of $50 million, through the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) managed
Haiti Earthquake Relief Fund.

You can find out more details and updates on the CIDA website (www.acdi-cida.gc.ca) or by contacting my office.

Parliament Hill Office

Room 640, Confederation Building
Ottawa, ON K1A 0AG6

Tel: 613.995.0284

Fax: 613.996.6309

Web: www.MichelleSimsonMP.ca

Constituency Office

1674 Kingston Road
Scarborough, ON M1N 1S5
Tel: 416.261.8613

Fax: 416.261.5268

Email: Simson.M@parl.gc.ca

No postage is necessary for mail addressed to Members of Parliament

Email Users: Please be sure to include your riding address when you communicate by email to ensure a response. Our office receives over 100 email messages daily from within Canada and around the world.
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